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Arul Mozhi Varman 
Quiet, firm and dependable he 
met. However, ¡t w 
throne. iButlno one 

store for the young prince. By the strangest twists of fate, Arul 
ascended the throne as 
greatestl rulers jin | 

30-year-reign the Chola empire not only became a 
maritime power but 


was me younger son ot the kn 

i won 5 

is his hot-headed brother who 
could stand 


avur. 

the heart of every person he 

_ l„j was heir to the 

in the way of what destiny had in 

Raja Raja Chola, and proved to be one of the 
the history of medieval India. During his 

also a hub of art and architecture. 
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AROUT A THOUQAND VEAFS A60> PAPAN TAHA CHOLA UPULED OI/EP TANJAVUP /A/ SOUTH 
INDIA * HE HAD THREE CHILPPEN.APIT/A PAR!HALAN, APUL MOZHÍ HERMAN ANO HVNCMVA!. 


PAR!HALAN AND HUNDA VA! LOVEP 
YOUNGEP BPOTHER. i-:-r 


VOU'RE LATE y N 
ARUL.R4THER 
HAS SENT POR 
ME.fLL HAVETO 
GO NOW. 


AH! THERE 
HE COMES! 
HON WELL 
HE RIDES >Jy 
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AMAR CHURA KATHA 


iUl/APAJA *HARtKALAN WAS AN 
ANO HAO MANY ENEM/E5 




• CROWN PRINCE 


OUR COUNSELLORS 
SAV THAT VIRA PAN O/A 
OF MADURA I HAS 6ROWN 

TP 


WILLIN6LY, 
FATHER. I 
SHALL MAKE 
YOU PROUD 



WHAT ABOUT ME, \¡ CERTAIN LY f THAT *5 
FATHER f MAY I llA/HAT I HAD HOPED 
ACCOWPANY HIMJ/V TO HEAR YOU^ 
B uvm, —■=-—vi SAY. ¿Si* 
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RAJA RAJA CHOLA 



WHEN DO 
NE GO* 


/YOU MAY LEA VE 
AT ONCE. BUT I 
/VOULD FIRST 
l UKE TO HAVE A 
\ FE'// WORDS 
\ WITH YOU IN 
PRIVATE. _ 


AS THE COMMANOER TOOK THE H/NT AND 

/ PCT TUe rUAAAQPD _ __ 




THE THRONE RlGHTFULiy 
BELONGS TO MY COUSIM 
^ UTTAMA CHOLA. > 


WH-WHAT DO YOU 
MEAN,FATHER? I DON J T 
v UNDERSTAND? 





YEARS ASO UTTAMA *S Y BUT i HAVE 
SAINTLY FATHER GAVE BEEN PRO~ 
ITUPTO HIS BROTHERj/CLAfMED THE 
N \Y FATHER. UTTAMA, / YUVARAJA ! 


NOW WANTS 
IT BACK. 


HIS COMES AS 
A SHOCK TO ME. 
WHAT SHALL 
I DO? 





































































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


A PUL ANSWEPED H!$ OJEPV. 


i OB£/ FATHER *S ) | 

V //ISHES. y 



PA PANTANA COULP NOT &EAP TO S EE PARIPALAN'S 



••• h£ HAS 
MAN Y STPONS 



A//ONG them 

THE COMMANDEP 
QF OUR APM / 
AND HI5 WIFE, 
NANDlNI. AND 
THEY HATE 
^ fOU. 


<31/6 ME 
LEA/E TO 60 
AUAY AND 
I THINK OYEP 

' /V HAT youVe 
\ SAlD» | 

\fatheR. ^ 


\ 
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RAJA RAJA CHOLA 



/ WHEN YOU COME 
/ BACK VICTORIOUS 
I FROM 8ATTLE,THE 
PEOPLE WILL CLAM 
OUR FOR 'tOU. THE 
\ COWARD UTTAMA 
WILL NOT STAND, 
^>>v A CHANCE* / 



AJ THAT MOMENT , VAND/YA DE VAN, A CIOSE 
FP/ENP OF PAP/PALAN, WALPED /N. 


AH! THEN 
THERE IS SOME TRUTH 
IN THE RUMOURS l»VE 
HEARD.WHAT DO YOU 
PROPOSE TO DO? 




ARUL IS RI6HT, \ 

karikalan.your j 

FATHER 15 STILL j 
V THE KINO, >/ 


YOUR DUTY.OB 
THE WISHES OF 
THE KING, OUR 
FATHER. 
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THE N&XT PA/> HARiHALAN AND ARÜL RODE 
OUT 70 MADURA! MTH THEIR FORCEE. 


n WILl.A^Y 
KM RETURI^ 
0/ICTORIOUS, 


NE GG OPP T¡0 
HAQ TONORPO* 
HMUDAJA\ NILL 
BE LaJEi-Y. TAKE 
CARE OP HE R.S 


MK5HTV CHOLAS AND THE VAUANT PAND/AS 



\ 




vF 
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AMAR CHURA KATHA 


RAJA RAJA CHOLA 




PAR!HALAN AND APUL FQU6HT FEARLEESE/. BUT I//RA PAMDVA AND H(3 MEN PUT UPA STQUT 




OUR MEN ARE BRAVE BUT NE 
’ ARE OUTNUMBEPED.O GOD. 


ARUL WAS 
WORRIED 



TONARDS QUNSET, HOWEI/ER, THE CHOLA ARAR/ 607 

HAND AND PEO MATEO THE PANDYA 
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AMAR CHURA KATHA 




ISN'T THAT 
KARIKALAN? WHERE 
, 15 HE P.DIN3 y 
V 50 HARD? 


HE HAS GOME AFTER 
VIRA PAKIDYA, 

SWEARIMG *TO KILL 
V HIM. 


APUL HAS DtSMAIEO, 


MEANWHfLE 


i am eeiNG *■ 

DLLOWEDJ IT*3 
KARIKALANI, 
THE CHClA 
.PRtNCEJ r' 






y w m 1 



f i É 

f t !i j rt \ 
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RAJA RAJA CHOLA 



OH. RAR/HALAN MAPE A QUICK 


V/PA RAHPYA 


HE KNOWS HE *S BEIN S 
FOLLOWED. I>LL RIDE OU 
THROüGH THE TRE5S 
f AMD SURPRlSE HIM 
FROM THE OPPOSITE 
^ DIRECTION. 


etVEN UP THE CHASE, V/RA PANPYA SLACRENED HíS 


BELÍEWNG THAT PAR!HALAN 


AH! I*LL DISAOJNT 
AND REST HERE FC 
b._ a A WHILE» . 


ENTEREP THE OÍL APIPATEP HOUQE 
ANO LAY PO\NN TO REST. ¡- 


W AlU 

¡Jrj 








































































































































































AMAR CHURA KATHA 


MINUTES ¿ATER t RAR!SALAN ROPE UP ANP &5AA0UN7EP, 


HIS HORSE* 
THE A/EAKUNG 
k IS INSIOE. 






«ARIKALAN 


HAR!HALAN CHARGEP INTQ THE H0U5E. 


POOH•THE GREAT 
VIRA PAN OVA 

EXHAUSTED 30 
500N * GET UP, YOU 
I^SCOUNDREL» 


\ 


BY THEN APUL REACHED THE SCEN 


DPAW/N6 H/6 5H/0PP ... 


IAM TOO 

late.what 

HAVE YOU 


10 


RAJA RAJA CHOLA 



LEAVE ME ALONE . 
I DID IV HAT I HAD 

m To DO. 



ÍT KVAS NEITHER 
CHIVALROUS ÑOR 
WISE OF YOU. 



WHEN THE TP/UMPHANT BROTHERS RETUPNEP 
HOME y APUL PISCUSSEP THE V/CTQRV ANP 
HARfHALAN’S PEED IN/7H RUNDA VA I ANO 
VANP/VA DEVAN 


1 WISH HE HAD 


SHOWNJ /MORE RESTPAJNT. 
HE HAS ANTAGONISED 
. THE CO/VMANDER / 
> OF OUP ARMY. ^ . 


WHYf 


P • 



NOW EVEN KARIKALAN’S 
FRIENDS ARE DESERTIN6 
HIM ONE BY ONE. 


ARUL ms Rt6HT. AT CAMP, NE/T PAY — 



HAR!HALAN HAP TO FACE THE HO&TILlTY 
1 ANP CDNTEMPT OF HIS OW SOLOlERS. 


DON’T you KNO//?THE 

OOMMANDER'S WIF6>NAí 
HAD BEEN BR0U6HT UP 
VIRA PANDYA. 




YOU HAVE ALWAVS ] IF ONLY YOU KNEN 
■ QCgKI UDYAL/ WH Y JDEAR, DEAR^r 
ViIffRfcvTO US. ^YKTUNCAVA 


ii 


































































































































































































































AMAR CHURA KATHA 



APUL me DEUGHTED. 


PERHAPS HE 
INTEND5 
4 SENOlNG 

f\ TO 

V uANKA.* 50 
\\\l HEARD. 


THEN I /H'JST | 

GO TO HIM i 
v AT ONCE. / 


A5 APUL 


7 ARUL,MY SON,OJ HAVE 
/ ALV/A/5 SHOWN GREATER 

\ restraint THAN 'YOUR 
JL brother. so i have 

■ I DEODED TO SEND / 
3¡\ YOU ON ANI / 

J\ ]t* ASSION/^ENT. 



S . V/ 

VDRA . > 
'N PE¬ 
SO i 
:LL / 

rv*... 


* 




f CANNOT* WAIT N 
TO LEA'/E, FATHER. 




1 A// 5A5EP POR 

VICTOR/» 




THE I SI AND OF CEYLON NOW KNOWN AS SRILANKA 


RAJA RAJA CHOLA 




VAN ATI *5 FATHER y V/KRAMA KE6!, QVERHEARD THEM . 


FOR SHAME, V. 

NOBLE PRINCE'S PUTY 
IS TO FIGHT. WHAT 15 
//ORE, ARUL IS 
DESTINED TO 
BE KIN6 ONE 
DAY. ■ 


^.1 




,U 


% 
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AMAR CHURA KATHA 


THE NEXT DAi y ARUL ANO H/6 MEN SET SA/L FOR 

' LANKA. i --- 

—_—I 




AT LAURA 




TOAAORBOW WE 1 
ATTACK, LET US GET 
ALL THE RE5T WE 
CAN TONIGHT.GOOD-, 
. NIGHT.MYMEN. A 


BE c OPE DAJJN THE CHOLA ARMV ADVANCED UPON /TE UNEUSPECT/NQ FQES ••• 








* 
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RAJA RAJA CHOLA 





N08IÜTY. 


v_ 


VI 




F2) 


/ 






I Ü k* ^T> 


WNAT WE NEED 15 \ 

/ A X/NG OF H<S STATURE.'v 
¡ BRA'/E AND 5TRONG 
\ YET COURTEOUS, KIND 
XND CHIVALROUS. HE 
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AND H/5 NI FE, 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


TANJA VUPy UTTAMA 
THE COMMANDER O F THE CHOLA / 

NANDJNl^COWARD KARIKALAN 
HAS EARNED THE ADMIRATION 

THE KING 


BUT ONLV THE \ 
CONTEMPT OF 
THE PEOPLE . 

TH£y HATE /J* 
HIM FOR HIS 

vUNCH I VA LROUS 
ACT. 



AND MAKE THE WAV ^ 
CLEAR FOR ARUL?THE 
PEOPLE LO VE HIM ANO 
. HE IS THE SON OF . 
THE KIN©! 


DEAR HUSBAND 
THEN AVENGE THE DEATH 
OF JIRA RANO/A , WHO 
BROUGHT ME UP. KILL 
KAR/KALAN. 



NO» IF YOU KILL \ 
KARIKALAN,ARUL 1 
WILL BE FRIGHT -J 

k ENED A//AV.X 


AND l*LL GET 
THE THRONE 


X SHE ’S RIGHT . X 
l I MUST MAKE SURE L 
^ A PRINCE I CAN 
CQMMAND IS CPQ//N 
( ED KING — SOMEONE 
UKE UTTAMA. T 
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RAJA RAJA CHOLA 



THE COMMANDER DfD NOT WASTE ANV TIME, 


ALONE , TONIGHT AT 
THE OLD RU/NS. 


THE COMMANDER THEN 
PAV. ,- 


70 A PUFF/AN IN H/3 


7 VESjSIR.DC 

NOT //ORRY. IT 
WILL AUL NORK AS 
PLANNED . I MUST. 
v LEA/E NON, 


THE MEN WILL BE 
WAITING FOR HIM ¡ 
v AT THE RUINSm./ 


HAR/MALAN RECE/I/ED THE NOTE 


I WONDER WHY l/ANQlvA DE/AN 
HAS ASKED ME TQ MEET HIM 
THERE. STRANGE J 3UT I 'D 
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AMAR CHURA KATHA 


THAT NtSHT, AS b'ARtK'ALAN WAITED AT THE RU/NS 



THOUSH 
KAFiKALAN 



WHO ARE YOU ? 
WH/ ARE YOU 




TO 

AVENGE THE 
R4NDYAS» DIE, 
SCOUNDREL, I 


J 



/7_ WAS DAW/A WHEH 

HA/E /ou HEARC 
THE NE//5 ? THE 
YUVARAJA HAS 




POTHL6 SS K/LLEPS RODE BACH TO THE C/TV. 




MURDERED• 

THE KINQ VVILL 
HAVE TO RECALL 
ARUL FRQW 




-t i 






\ 


--> ü 




LANKA. 


/ 


Mi 




#/ 


a 








.* 


■x’ 


H' 


á# 

Bm / V* c' 
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RAJA RAJA CHOLA 



CAL// 

fOURSELr 5 DEA.R 
' PRINC5SS.I WILL 
GO AMO FiNOOUT !P( 

//HAT HE SAY 
íS ""RUE, 




mnr»nLái;nni 



VANP/VA DEt/Afl/ PODE 
RUIÑ&. 
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AMAR CHURA KATHA 




r 


A FEW DA/S LATEP ' AT ¿ AtJhfA A PALA CE 




WHEN THE MESSEN6ER H/ALKED /// 


VANDlYA DEVAN J 
WHAT BRINGS /TeRING BAD NEWS> 
YOU HERE? / «ARIKALAN HAS B6EK 
COME SIT / /WJPDERED. 'rOUR 
DO//N. y.V FATHER NEEDS 


RAJA RAJA CHOLA 


APUL BOPE THE NEVT5 BPAVELV ANO CALMU. 





THE BREW/NG STORM y ARUL AND VANDlYA DEVAN SET SAJL 



'l 














































































































































































































































AMAR CHURA KATHA 


ABUL AND t/ANQí/A DEVAN, HOWEVER,SUR V/VE O AND TOOK SHELTER MTH SOME 
BUDDHiST MQ/JKS AT NA SAPATTINA /VI . i-- 




MEANWH/LE AT TANJAVUR t THE COMMANDER PRESSEO THE AlUNO 
mm HtNG 70 ÍNSTALL ’JTTAMA AS THE CROWN PR/NCE, - - . 



AT THAT MOME/JT ARUL ANO VANO/VA DEVAN 

WALKED ///, 

DO N/ E/ES 
DECE’ /E 
!S Th/t rov- 
ARUL ^ 



22 


RAJA RAJA CHOLA 



' APül,MY DA/S APE 
NU/VBEPED.//HAT SHOULD 
I DO? VGUR BRGTHER/5 
OSAD, WE HA/E NO 
, VUVARAJA AND*» • 

AND * • • ^ 



APUL UNDERSTOOD WA/AT H/S 
FATHER FOUNP D/FF/CULT TO UTTEP. 


FATHER I SHALL MAKE 

ARRANGEMENT5 
FQR UTTAMA TD SE 
INSTALLED AS I 


PAPANTAVA MAS PEUEVEO. 


«WIH 




ARUL ANO VANO/VA DEVAN LEFT PAPANTAPA AND WENT 70 6EE UTTAMA 


WHAT VOU HEARi 
ÑAS TRUE. OUR 
SHIP SAMK. 

. 3UT NE 
V SURVI VED. > 


i V ARUL* VANDIVA \ 
DEVAN!VOU ARE > 
BACKfB-BUT*** j 
U THOUSHT»» • J Á 
IV I HEARD***<J 








(s?| 
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s. 1 1 






































































































































































































































AMAR CHURA KATHA 



IN THE INTEPESTS OF OUR KINGDQM 
LET US QUARREL NO MORE, UNCLE. 

IS MY RATHER , S WILL AND MINE 
THAT YOU 0E INSTALLED AS 
THE Y UVA RAJA. 






es - 


X 




y 


s 




1 


IT 


PROVE YOURSELF 

WORTHV AND RULE 
WISELY. 



UTTAMA COULD A/OT BEUEVE HfS EARS* 

BUT...DON’T \|DID ONCE HQPE 
<OU //ANT TQÍ T q SJCCEED MV 

BE KINS? /brothER.BUT NOT 

^ apter I learned 

TMA T ^HE PGHT TQ 

ThE throne -vas 

jfi&y 'j V YOURS. 


^ L 


£1. 



MQ7" LOA/Q AFTER , 
FARAMTARA D/ED. 


DO NOT WEEP, 
SI5TER.WE HA VE 
WORK AHEAD OF 
US. I HAVE TQ 
PLACE UTTAMA 
ON THE THRONE, 
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RAJA RAJA CHOLA 




A FEW WEER5 L ATEP, A PUL Af iD VAtJOt/A DE VAN \NEPE 
POOM . i- 


^ HOW 4/UCH 

//y lEAR fJED SISTE 
AND rOU HA'/E IN 
COMMON, VANDi YA 
Ihk. CE/AN ! 


CAU6HT QFF HER OOARD t RUNPAJAI 
TURtJ A'NA / 3 A 6 HFULL /. 1 M^k 


ARUL WAS PLEAS.4* 
HE HAD NEVEP SLA 
FRIEND LOVED H/6 


THAT H/S 


YVITH PLE ASURE 
VAN DI YA DE VAN, 
IF KUNDAVAI IS 
v WILLIN0* 



















































































































































































































































AMAR CHURA KATHA 



AS APUL WALHED OOT OF 
THE POQM 


HE H/EA/T TO V/PPAMA 


!/. my SON, i have been 

H WAITIN6 F OR THIS DAY. 
LET THE WEDDlNe , 

TAKE PLACE as 
¡>» SOON AS (ífeáiHSf 

^tKpossible. F^BMr3 


1,100, AAUST 
( NOT KEEP VANATl 
V-. WAITIKIG ANY 
. . lONGER. 


UNCLE, THE PERIOD OP > 
MOURNING POR MY FATHER 
IS OVER.VANAT/^^ ^ 
AND I HAVE f\ 

WA1TED ¡T P 
v LON6. 'j7 r * 


7A4E WEPPING OF ARUL TO VANATl ANP RUNDA VA! TO VAN DIVA DE VAN V/ERE PEPFQPMED 
ON THE SAME DAY.m LT"- /Wftv \\ - mTi >5*7 -■■ \Jiay> r5r r » 


í\a 


A/vp //V TIMELA SOAJ RAJENDPA AND A DAUOHTEP kXJNDAVf WERE BOFN TO 
AFUL AND VANA 77 . . _- - .. - - 



RAJA RAJA CHOLA 



TWELVE VEAR6 HAD SONE B/. UTTA/AA CHOLA WAS 
ON H/5 DEATH-BEDJEF • £ ¿\ £ 


p 5iR,the ^ 
KIN6 IS VERY 
ILL AND WlSHES 
v TO SEE NOU. 


/1 SHALL 

(CO//E A T 
y>V QNCE.j 


ARUL HUPP/ED TO H/5 UNCLE *S BEDStDE. 

I m ovñj6 AND HAVE NO 
STREN6TH.1 WANT TOTElL ) 

YOU THAT lAN jNDEBTED 70 l -^ 

YOü. YOU /ALL MAYE A / HUSH, UNCLE. 
SETTER KIKK3 THAU <OU MUST NOT 



T 



O/VE CAY VAN Di VA DEVAN CAÑE TO H/M 


SOON AFTEPj UTTAAAA CHOLA D/ED, APUL MOZHt 
VAPAAAN WA6 CPOWNED RAJA RAJA CHOLA AND 
KUNDAVA!, CO-PULER. ■ ■■■■ -- 


US THAT THE NEAY YINQ 
OF /VlADURAi IS ONCE 
ASA INI IM AR/VS ASAINS - 
US» THIS TI//E IN 
\ LEAGUE //ITH THE 
V CHEPA KING. / 
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AMAR CHURA KATHA 



/ THEN LET ^5 ATTACK THEM 
( ÍF 7/E ARE 5'XCESSFUL, 

' BOTM K/NJ 35 WILL ¿CCEPT 

'\us ¿S THEIR 5UZEPAINS. ^ 


f I SHALL \ 
PALLY OUP 
v FGRCES.y 


THE CAMPA/Qh 


7/E kVíLL BESIN 
Bf TAKttJS THE'P 


kamdaljr 


AT XANOALUP 


THE GATES 
ÉHJSH hC 

CHOLA .y^FOB LONS 

SOLDIERS! i.V*4—r -1 r?í 


ra 

Ü 

j¿ 

r 

■a 




RAJA RAJA CHOLA 




THE K/AS SOGA/ TAKEtl 


VICTOR/ N 

TO RAJA PAJA 
CHOLA! 


r;g . HH ' ■ 1 Lf 


THE GATfcb 
ARE CPEN» 



r VAN 01 VA DEVAN , ^ 
5INCE BOTH KINS5 
HAVE SURRENDERED 
LET US RETURN 
HOME. 


LATER 


/ BUT 7/E HAVE 


BAO? !N TAtJJA VUR 


/NEWS THAT THE 
I KING Cf LANKA IS 
í UP IN ARMS AGyAlN. 
\ WE 7/1 LL HAVE 
\ TO lEAVE HOP 
a'¿V lANKA . < 


/ BPOTHEPj N 
( OUR REIGN HAS 
L STARTED 
.kw WELL! x-J 


i 


'-TJ 


!»* 
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AMAR CHURA KATHA 


AS THE/ DtSCUSSED THE STRATE6/ THEY 


SHOULD APOPT — 




WE IHILL FIGHT THEM 
BOTH AT SEA AND ON 
LAND» LET ALL KIN6S 
REAR OüR NAVY / 
AS T HE Y DO / 
_ Ol/P APMV. 



77VE OOLA SHfPS SET QFF OH THE/R FIRST NAVAL EXPEPiTíON 



j 

1 1 

jV 

i 1 

V 

m tí 






Ok -^-EfrAk:/ 

% 1 

i -r J 

i ^ 

IjwL^g 



jrT f m ^¡T' 



é Lj / l^6 
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RAJA RAJA CHOLA 



TJME) ALL THE MAJOP FORT5 WERE SE/ZED ; 



Y/E HAVE D&l/Bl 
THEíP KIN6 AWAY 
AND TAKEN THEJR 
TOY/NS.FPOM NOW 
ON THIS PROY- 
k/NCE 1S OURS./ 


UPA NE/Y CAPITAL 


THEN y MARCHINS HITO THE COUNTR/, THEY 500N CAPTURE? MAN/ V/LLAQES AND TOMAS* 






fc'.f 

Aim# 




l WHAT FURTHEP CONQUESTS / M'JST HE FORE^ I 
A YOU PLANN/N6 NOW.ABE FLANNINS CON , 

BPOTHER? ^^^^^V<30EST3 ? 

^~AH, 7ANATI, 

I DíD NCTT WA 
Y7AR WHERE 
YOJLD OUR 
KJNGDOM BE? 


>P/y/ rrrs 


" ”“T Ó/T J 5 ^PEST, SE A5 A AOKe^W. 
ROLLED ON RAJA ^AJHOLAJ^ $QueHr A s/LUV/ W/T> 






those 
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